The Lotus Metier, one of two Elan +2 prototypes,
neither of which had the finished car’s classic lines

THE LOTUS ELAN SPECIALS

Best known of all TLotuses, the Elan has had
more than its share of derivatives. After an Elite
had been given the fastback rear body treatment
by a customer, it followed that Lotus might
experiment with the Elan. This they did, but to
no avail, for only mock-ups were built. Tt was
Elan racing driver Barry Wood who finally did
produce a fastback Elan. He got the Shapecraft
Co of Leatherhead, Surrey, to construct an
aluminium rear body section and offered replicas
from a stand at the 1964 Racing Car Show. Known
as the Shapecraft Elans, about twenty of these
cars were completed. Frua of Italy designed a
special Elan fastback show car and, in North
London, Tan Walker, a well known Lotus racing
man, built his own special-bodied Elan in
aluminium alloy and received a determined
request for a replica from a Swiss collector. This
was declined but Walker did agree to design
another body which was duly built in alloy by

Williams & Pritchard in 1965 and sent to Switzer-
land looking unhappier than the standard car!
Lotus, meanwhile, had decided to build a 2--2
version of the Elan and the Elan 42 appeared in
1967 after an interesting prototype had been
under development for some time. Designed by
Ron Frayling, the prototype Elan +2 was called
the Lotus Metier (Meteor) in an attempt to
disguise it and was shorter, taller and narrower
than the final production version whose smooth
proportions were far better distributed.

THE: EQTUS 51

Most extraordinary of all must surely have been
the Lotus 51R, a road version of the Lotus 51
Formula Tord single-seater that appeared re--
splendent in a ‘flower power’ paint scheme at the
1968 Racing Car Show and was actually offered
for sale at £1,085. Perhaps it is not surprising that
only one was ever built. Along similar lines, the
spartan old Lotus 7 received some uncharacteristic
treatment when it was given a special paint job, a
Holbay engine, black or white leather upholstery,
alloy wheels and even a detachable hardtop for an
appearance as the Lotus 75 at the 1969 Racing
Car Show. At [£1,600 fully built, surprisingly
many cars were completed, no doubt to the dismay
of the traditional no-heater, anywhere-in-any-
weather Lotus 7 enthusiasts! At least two coupé-
bodied conversions were effected on the same
basis, one with gullwing doors. Now is awaited
what may prove to be the most exciting Lotus of
all, the Ttal Design Lotus Esprit. This beautiful
exercise on a Europa chassis appeared at the 1973
Turin Auto Salon and, at the time of writing,
development is rumoured to be proceeding on a
production version.

THE MARCOS SERIES

To trace the origins of this famous name, one
must go back to 1957 when, after building up his
own Austin Seven, Jem Marsh set up a business

in Luton manufacturing accessories and spare
parts for that car. His success in racing one of
these old machines contributed towards Speedex







